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Mongolia 2012: challenges ahead

Since 2006, my seminar students and I have organized and implemented an annual research/
training trip to Mongolia. This tour has the following “my” educational purpose at Kwansei
Gakuin University: to recommend my seminar students, to go abroad and learn about differ-
ent people, cultures, and values, especially in a developing country. I selected Mongolia a
field of study because I have visited and familiarized myself with the country since 1996.

Mongolia is an impressive place to travel, not only because of the sentiment of years’ of
experience and friendships with the people ; this year, for me, is the last year of my profes-
sorship at Kangaku before retirement, but also because my students and I have witnessed the
country’s amazing power of growth.

After all, Mongolia is so attractive: the beautiful land, the vast desert, herb-fragrant grass
land, the open steppe, the gentle mountains, the deep blue sky, the crystal clear lakes. It is
one of the world’s treasures, and behind the modernization and urbanization, it has a long
history and tradition of nomadic people, and everyone knows about Genghis Kahn.

The grasslands and valleys were once for the herders and their animals, now many have
moved to the cities and mining companies for work. The huge Oyu Tolgoi mine project on
the edge of the Gobi Desert accounts for roughly 30 percent of Mongolia’s annual economic
output. The sheer scale of the mineral wealth estimated 41 billion pounds of copper and 21
million ounces of gold. Mongolia’s gross domestic product grew 17.3 percent last year, and
a further 16.7 percent in the first quarter of 2012.

Mining will be huge source of employment and will help improve the living standards of the
whole country. The development is inexorably altering the country. It is transforming Mon-
golia’s landscape, physically and socially as well.

Mongolia’s big challenge is to protect the environment while using the natural resources to
develop country’s economic growth and improve people’s living standard. For this purpose,
Mongolian people and leadership need to establish a strong, credible government supported
by democratic ideals. UCRCA will continue to contribute Mongolia’s future.

Interview with Dr. Sanjaasuren OYUN, Minister of Environment : Mongolia’s democratic future,
Cautiously optimistic.

I was fortunate to get a wonderful interview with Dr. Oyuun, Minister of Environment at Parlia-
ment House, UB on September 7, 2012.

I have been a good friend with Dr. Oyuun as president of Zorig Foundation for several years. She
was elected as a member of the Parliament in the July election, as the party leader of the Civil-
Will-Green Party. She was appointed as Minister of Environment. She clearly defined the most
important environmental issues for Mongolia and its democracy in general.

She warned that while the country should enjoy its rich resources for the opportunity for econom-
ic growth, the mining industry will also bring so called “resource curse” and “Dutch disease”.
Also, Mongolia’s geo-political situation means the country should be careful about ideological
polarization and resource nationalism. For the future, the nation should educate the young people
and open the society.
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